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g‘ NEWS OF THE WEIRD

BY CHUCK SHEPARD

|21
M The North Dakota legislature voted
in April to ease licensing for carrying
concealed weapons by removing the
shooting test (to hit a miniature human
silhouette at 21 feet), but that was
over the objection of licensee Carey
McWilliams, 31, who told an
Associated Press reporter in March,
“You've got to have standards.”
McWilliams, who hit the target 10 out
of 10 in his most recent test, is legally
blind, able to distinguish only shades
of light (thus apparently giving new
meaning to “concealed weapon” when
he looks for his).
M Veteran criminal George Kaminski,
53, complained in March to a Sharon
(Pa.) Herald reporter about his most
recent prison assignment, to a mini-
mum-security facility in Mercer, Pa.,
because the grounds were short on
clover. Kaminski has collected 72,927
four-leaf clovers in the last 10 years,
entirely on the grounds of various pris-
ons, but he is alarmed that an Alaskan
man now claims to have 76,000 and
has applied to the Guinness Book for
recognition. “The (Alaskan) guy’s got
the whole world,” said Kaminski,
“(but) I have two or three acres.”
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Drumming up support

Nicky Five Aces/Five Aces Photo

Members of the Saharan band Tinariwen, who hail from the Adrar des Iforas of the Republic of Mali, jam at the Santa
Monica Pier on Thursday during the free Twilight Dance Series concerts, held each week during the summer.

Hammer
faces the
music

Ex-Samohi band director
hears from victim, girl’s
parents at sentencing

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

LAX COURTHOUSE — A judge
approved the settlement of an
underage sex case involving Carl
Hammer, while warning the for-
mer Santa Monica High School
band director that his attitude will
require “adjustment” if probation
is to prove successful.

Hammer, 39, was sentenced on
Friday following the terms of an
agreement in which he pleaded no
contest to a felony charge of false
imprisonment related to a sexual
encounter that occurred with a 15-
year-old girl on June 6, 2004.

LOCAL

City, schools perked
by the state budget

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

See HAMMER, page 13

New L1brary movmg forward

Council boosts funding

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITYWIDE — With the state
budget approved earlier than
usual, both City Hall and local
schools can anticipate more
than $1 million coming their
way sooner than expected.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger signed the $117.3 billion
California state budget on July
11, the earliest a spending plan
has been adopted in five years.

“We came together not as
Republicans or Democrats, but
as Californians to create a fis-
cally responsible and compas-

See BUDGET, page 8
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DOWNTOWN — The new library
has been anything but free, with
City Council approving an addi-
tional $3.12 million for the city’s
main branch still under construc-
tion, but elected officials are confi-
dant the investment will pay major
dividends for the city shortly.

The passing of the city’s budget
for next year included with it the
additional funding for Santa
Monica’s new library, set to open
in January.

Council recently approved the
boost for the city’s new, expanded

See LIBRARY, page 8

We’re in

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press

A crew toils Friday at the site of the future Main Library, set to open in January.
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LOCAL

Band leader gets probation

HAMMER, from page 1

Deputy District Attorney Eva Jabber said by pleading no
contest to the false imprisonment charge, Hammer
avoids facing at least three years in prison and the status
of being a registered sex offender for the rest of his life.

As a result, Hammer is set to receive five years of pro-
bation and one year of counseling. During the probation-
ary period, any contact with minors will require adult
supervision. Hammer will be required to sleep 60 days in
a residential facility starting in August, from which he
will only be allowed to leave during the day for work. He
will also have to attend a restitution hearing on behalf of
the victim in November.

Those involved in the case said it’s unlikely Hammer
will return to work in the capacity of a music teacher in
Santa Monica.

Judge Shiro Biderman, one of four judges who have
been involved in the case as it made its way through the
court system, noted Hammer has no prior record, while
warning he would need to be diligent through his proba-
tion period to avoid any further mishaps with the law.

“For you to be successful in probation, your attitude
will require adjustment,” Biderman said. “Your actions
have created this situation, and I did not hear that in your
statement.”

Hammer appeared in court wearing a light beige suit,
blue-collared shirt and red tie. He appeared calm, as in
his prior proceedings, but with noticeable bags under his
eyes. Seven friends and family came to support him.

The victim, her mother and father arrived in court with
more than a dozen family and friends. The young girl and
her parents live next door to Hammer and were close
with him, his wife and two children. They also attend the
same church.

The victim, her parents and Hammer each spoke
before his sentencing. It was a somber, emotionally-
draining proceeding which lasted more than an hour.

“Do you know how hard it is
to pray in the same temple with
your daughter’s child molester?”
VICTIM’S MOTHER

ter’s relationship coming to light, her daughter had been
threatened by Hammer “to keep her mouth shut.”

Meanwhile, Hammer and the victim’s family contin-
ued to attend the same church, as both families had done
for years.

“You had the audacity to show up at the same
church,” she said. “Do you know how hard it is to pray
in the same temple with your daughter’s child molester?”

The victim said she spent the past year living in Utah,
away from Hammer and her home. She described the
pain she felt in the aftermath of her four-hour encounter
with the former band director.

“You said, ‘I wish we could do this all night, but I'd
be in deep doo-doo,”” she said, alluding to what Hammer
told her during the incident. “Well, now you’re in deep
doo-doo.

“I wonder if you have ever told the truth about the
abuse.”

The victim’s father said over the course of the year he
had learned to recognize a growing circle of pain between
relatives, friends and community members aware of the
circumstances driving the two families apart.

“I’ve watched loving people, still in ignorance, come
into that circle of pain,” he said. “I thought, ‘you do not
know it yet, but now you will.”

“I look forward to this pain becoming a sobering

See HAMMER, page 14

A FAMILY SHARES
ITS GRIEF, HOPE
The victim’s mother
conveyed to Hammer and
the court how she and her
family were becoming
aware of Hammer’s trans-

gressions more than a year

g

ago. Prior to any legal pro-
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ceedings, she confronted
him about it one day out-
side their church steps.

“T looked you straight in
the eye, and I told you that
you owe (my daughter) and
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staring at Hammer across
the courtroom. “You said,
‘yes, ma’am.’

“I'm still waiting for
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The victim’s mother
went on to describe how in
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Hammer and his daugh-
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LOCAL

Hammer: ‘I apologize with deepest part of being’

HAMMER, from page 13

memory.”

Hammer turned toward the victim’s family and court
and spoke at length about the support he has received
from the community during the proceedings.

“I"d like to take this opportunity to express my deep-
est sorrow and regret over this incident,” Hammer said.
“I apologize with the deepest part of my being.”

Hammer indicated that he accepted the plea agreement
in order to prevent further hardship for those associated
with the case. He mentioned the emotional and financial
toll the case has had on his family, forcing them to rely
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on the charity of others.

Hammer and his wife and children continue to live
next door to the victim and her parents. During the past
year, he has been on non-paid administrative leave.
Samohi’s award-winning band is widely respected,
thanks in part to the tutelage of department chair Terry
Sakow and Hammer.

Although he must stay 100 yards away from the vic-
tim, sources said Hammer’s financial situation, along
with having a felony on his record, will make it difficult
for he and his family to move on.

“The prospect for teaching again is bleak,” Hammer
admitted.
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